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This guide provides a range of ideas and
resources for councils across the country to get
involved in National Recycling Week.
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About National
Recycling Week

TALKING RUBBISH SINCE 1996

Back since recycling bins were just a small black tub, Planet Ark has been helping
Australians recycle right. National Recycling Week (NRW) is one of Planet Ark’s flagship

campaigns and every year aims to educate and empower people to do the right thing
when they're at the bin.

Since the campaign was established in 1996, we have held it every year during the
second week of November. This year, NRW will be from 10 - 16 November, 2025.

Our education also focuses on the waste hierarchy - reduce, reuse, recycle - to minimise
strain on finite resources.

We connect with individuals, community groups, schools, businesses and government
to provide them with the all the tools they need to help educate their network and run
their own National Recycling Week events.

We are asking all Australians to JOIN THE CYCLE

Use this guide to find out how your council can get involved, and inspire National
Recycling Week event ideas.

Why host an event?

National Recycling Week is the prefect opportunity to get your community together to
have some fun and tackle those problematic recycling and waste problems in your
LGA. By participating, you can strengthen your sustainability goals, engage the local
community in positive environmental actions and support Australia’s transition to a
circular economy.




Event ideas

MATERIAL RECOVERY FACILITY OR TRANSFER
STATION TOUR

Outcomes

e Education about contamination

e Myth busting i.e. what happens to recycling
after it's picked up

¢ Community engagement

Considerations

e Work with the recycling contractor to see
whether running one or a number of tours is
possible

e Begin promoting the tour several weeks
beforehand

e Be clear about dress code and safety
regulations

COMPOSTING WORKSHOPS

Outcomes

e Broaden the definition of recycling from just
paper and packaging

¢ Increase diversion from landfill

¢ Reduce organic waste

Considerations

e Demonstrate composting and worm farming or
launch a community compost or FOGO service

¢ Running existing workshops will have few or no
resource implications

e Free or subsidised worm farms or compost bins
could be distributed as part of the workshop.



https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/resources/food-waste-hub

Event ideas

PROMOTE CARTRIDGES FOR PLANET ARK
OR OTHER E-WASTE RECYCLING

Outcomes

¢ Increase recycling waste of electronics and e-
waste

¢ Increase profile for existing programs

e Link councils to existing programs

Considerations

e By tapping into existing programs there are few
resource implications from council

e Collection points can be established in council
properties or council can promote existing
collection points

e National Recycling Week can be used as the
launch event in an ongoing collection program

COMMUNITY STALLS

Outcomes

¢ Community engagement
e Recycling myth busting
e Education about contamination

Considerations

e A stall needs an activity or draw card to
encourage people to approach and
engage.

e Display and ask common questions about
recycling or focus on a problem waste issue
in your area

¢ Display items made of recycled materials
or in the process of being recycling, e.g. a
small can bale, shredded plastic or nurdles.



https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/batteries4planetark
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/cartridges4planetark

Event ideas

HOST A COMMUNITY CLOTHES
SWAP |

Outcomes

e Reduce textile waste to landfill
e Engage with a younger demographic
¢ Broaden knowledge up the waste hierarchy

Considerations

e Schedule some mending/ repairing
workshops

e Host in a central space with easy accessibility

¢ Invite a sustainable fashion influencer to
speak and pass on secondhand shopping
advice

e Engage with tip shops, community recycling
and reuse centres

TRICKY RECYCLING Q&A

Outcomes

¢ Community engagement
e Increase in resource recovery
e Reduction in contamination

Considerations

¢ This can be done online or as an in person
event

¢ Direct the community to CRCs, clean out days
and what to leave out of the bin



Resources

INVITATIONS AND THANK YOUS

to join the cycle!

Fii UT MORE

EDITABLE SOCIAL MEDIA EDITABLE EDITABLE
POSTER (A4) TILE ' INVITATION (A5) CERTIFICATE (A4)

FURTHER RESOURCES

g

BIN RECYCLING FUNDRAISING RECYCLING RECYCLING
SIGNAGE GUIDE RESOURCES TRIVIA CHECKLISTS

DON'T FORGET

Let us know how you've celebrated National Recycling Week by connecting
the resources you use with us!

Hashtags: #NationalRecyclingWeek #PlanetArk
Tag: @PlanetArk

C) Events



https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21273-Poster_GeneralEvents.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/images/masters/image-39704-socialtile-generalevents.jpg
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21275-Invitation_GeneralEvents.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21276-FundraisingThankYou_GeneralEvents.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/resources/posters
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/resources/recycling-guide
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/fundraise
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21345-NRW_Trivia_2026.zip
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/resources/work/choosing-recyclers

More ways to get involved

Use National Recycling Week to kick-start your sustainability journey in your
workplace. The following resources will help educate and inspire your colleagues.

RECYCLING TRIVIA

Learn some fun facts and interesting
truths about our relationship with
waste. It's a great introduction to
recycling and waste management.

READY TO USE
PRESENTATIONS

We've developed three ready to go
presentations complete with
suggested scripts so you'll be a waste
pro in no time!

SOCIALS

Share your recycling initiatives, events
or workshops with us by tagging us
@planetark and using the hashtag
#NationalRecyclingWeek



https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21276-FundraisingThankYou_GeneralEvents.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21345-NRW_Trivia_2026.zip
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21345-NRW_Trivia_2026.zip
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21352-NRW_Presentations_2026.zip
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21352-NRW_Presentations_2026.zip

School

Get schools in your LGA involved in Schools Recycle Right as part
of your NRW initiatives!

Schools Recycle Right runs from October 6 - November 16, 2025 and offers a wide range
of recycling themed activities, lesson plans, and events that have been developed
specifically for Australian schools.

Distribute our free Involving Students booklet as a resource to involve more schools in
your area. Each year, more than 300,000 students across Australia become students that
recycle right!
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https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/schools-recycle-right/lesson-plans
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/schools-recycle-right/activities-guides
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21227-srr-involve-students.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/doc-21227-srr-involve-students.pdf
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